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PROJECT EXPLORER 


Hello everyone, WELCOME to 
Project Explorer. This is a new 
venture to encourage families 
and children to explore the 
Museum, its collections and 
displays. Various activities will be 
arranged one Saturday each month, 
using the galleries and other 
facilities such as the Natural 
History Centre andthe Museum’s | HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


meeting rooms. 


1991 heralds the launch ofa project especially 
for our younger visitors. PROJECT 
EXPLORER is your chance to get actively 
involved and learn more about the Museum‘s, 
collections ! The success of this club depends 
upon you. So read on and let me have your 
ideas of what you would like to see in the 
newsletter and what you would like to doon 
your visit to the Museum. 


A quarterly newsletter will be 
produced providing all sorts of 
information about the Museum 
and , even if you cannot come to 
the Saturday events, there will be 
plenty of suggestions of things to 
do on your own visit to Liverpool 
Museum. 


I hope that with your help and 

suggestions, Project Explorer will | Julie McLinden, . 
become an exciting new venture in Public Programme Officer , 
which you can share our as 
enthusiasm for Liverpool Museum. 
Good luck with your explorations! 


Eric Greenwood , NATIONAL Museums & GALLERIES 
Keeper, Liverpool Museum - ON MERSEYSIDE : 


Let's look at ....... Archaeology 


High Flyers 


Liverpool Museum has it’s very own answer to Indiana Jones! Ron Cowell, Rob 
Philpott and Gail Falkingham are our intrepid archaeologists. It is their job 
to find out as much as they can about the archaeology of Merseyside and nearby 
areas. Sometimes they have digs, but they can also get a lot of information from 
old maps and books, as well as from members of the public. Rob Philpott tells us 
more about the work of the team last summer ... 


Hello, fellow explorers! Each year we hire an aeroplane and fly over Merseyside 
and Cheshire looking for ancient sites. These show up particularly well when the 
ground is very dry. Last summer was very busy and interesting. The weather was 
very hot and we found and photographed several new sites. We spotted prehistoric 
barrows where people had been buried in the Bronze Age. These show up as dark 
circles ina field. We also found one or two Roman farms. All that can be seen of these 
is a dark green oblong or an ‘egg’ shape on the ground. When we have found these 
sites, we walk over the fields to see if we can find bits of pottery or flints which which 
were thrown away or lost by ancientinhabitants. We have to wait until the autumn 
or winter when the farmer has ploughed the fields and ask his permission first of 
course! At the moment, we are looking at a number of these sites, but we have had 
no exciting discoveries - not yet that is! - 7 


Rob Philpott 
Archaeologist 


Exhibition news ....... 


Explore the Land of the Long White Cloud 


An exhibition at Liverpool Museum 


The Maori name for New Zealand is 
“Aotearoa”, which means “Land of the 
Long White Cloud”. 


There is a story that it was given this 
name by the first Maori people when 
they came to Aotearoa about 1000 years 
ago. They sailed in their canoes across the 
Pacific Ocean from what we now call the 
Society Islands and their leader was called 
Kupe. In oceans like the Pacific, clouds 
often form over land rather than the sea. 
Because the earth’s surface is curved, a 
sailor would see the clouds first, before seeing 
the land underneath them! 


The Maori have lived in Aotearoa ever since, and only met people from Europe about 
200 years ago when Captain Cook sailed to that part of the world. Some of the objects 
in the exhibition were made and used by the Maori at this time. You can see a cloak 
made of New Zealand Flax which belonged to a chief or someone else of very high 
rank, and an adze head made of greenstone. An adze is a tool used to cut or carve 
wood. 


There aresome beautifully carved treasure boxes in the exhibition. These were often 
made by chiefs in their spare time, and they kept precious things such as tiki 
pendants in them. Come to the exhibition and you can find out what a tiki is! 
This temporary exhibition is on at Liverpool Museum until 31st May 1991. | 


Lynne Stumpe 
Curator of Ethnology 


Exhibition news........ 


JORDAN - Treasures from an Ancient Land 
28th March - 6th September 1991 


In 1991 from March until September 
there will be a rare chance to see many 
treasures from the land of Jordan. It 
has always been an important trade 
route and is still an important 
country for communications today. 
From this land of desert, mountain and 
valley scenery will be coming beautiful 
costumes, jewellery, sculpture, pottery 
and mosaics. From 20th - 23rd August 
we will be making a giant mosaic 
inspired by typical Jordanian designs 
to display in the museum. Why not 
join us? An opportunity to meet a 
visiting Beduin, Mohammad Abdullah, 
is being arranged for members. You 

may even discover his sand bottling 
27 © Age (_ ne secrets! 
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There will be something for all the family, during this exhibition. A free activity pack 
will be available to help adults and children enjoy the displays. Lunch time lectures 
will be given by visiting speakers and our own curator of the exhibition Piotr 
Bienkowski. On March 28th the National Jordanian Folklore Troupe will perform 
traditional dances for the public. All activities are free and are detailed in the 
exhibition events leaflet, which will be available from the Museum foyer. 


Christine Ryan 
Education Officer 


BIRD TALK 


STARLINGS - Birds of a Feather Flock Together 


At first glance you might think the European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) is not 
at all colourful, but look closer and you will find that the feathers have a glossy 
sheen - greens, purples, blues and bronze coloured. 


The starling is one of the most common birds in the country. Each summer about 
four million pairs breed in holes in trees. During the winter, there may be 30 million 
Starlings in Britain, many having come to our country to escape the cold winters of 
Russia, Germany, Poland, Finland and Sweden. 


The bold, noisy and cheeky Starlings feed together on the ground in flocks and can 
be found on fields, lawns, around farms and in parks. Their food is of many types 
- insects, fruit and seeds. In the city they also feed on scraps \ such as bread, chips 
and crumbs. 


Joining together into large flocks in | |: 
the late afternoon and evening they —i—— '* 
roost on buildings inmany cities. Nn «— ws 
the countryside they roost in trees "9 "' "7 | 

and reed beds. In Liverpool about 
25,000 can be found around Liverpool 
Museum, with more around the 
Church Street shopping area. 
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The song includes some whistles, 
eurgles and clicking sounds, but the 
Starling can also mimic other birds 
such as Curlew and Buzzard and 
even sounds such as telephones 
ringing, horns and even babies 


crying. 


Take more notice of starlings , there 
is more to them than meets the eye! 


Steve Cross 
Natural History Centre 


CN 


STARS IN THEIR EYES 
a 


Martin Suggett, Curator of Physical Sciences has stars in his 
; eyes! Martin and the Planetarium team have been working 
| hard to bring a new look to the Museum’s night sky! 


Hello Explorers, 

Many of you will have visited the Planetarium on the top 
floor of Liverpool Museum either with family and friends 
or with your school. 


From this February there will be a new look to the Planetarium. 
New video projectors are being installed and the whole 
show will be run by a computer. 


Designing and installing this new equipment has meant 
over two years hard work for the engineers at the planetarium! 
With it, we will be able to doa lot more than was possible 
before. We will be able to present faster shows with greater 
flexibility and be able to show films and video-clips on the 
ceiling. One of the clips we love best is an imaginary 
spacelift along the ‘Grand Canyons’ of Mars. You too can 
see it in the new public show starting in February. 


eee 
PLANETS UNDER THE MICROSCOPE 
eee 
Some of you may enjoy looking at the night sky even if you 
don’t know what all the star patterns are! Planets are 
sometimes even more difficult to identify, as they change 
their positions all the time - and they usually look just like 
stars in the sky. This winter and springtime there are three 
(fe « --Planetsinthesky: Venus (towards the West just after sunset), 
eee owl Mars (high in the south-west in the evening) and Jupiter (in 
AT) -, the south-east). 
> ‘All these planets are being studied for different reasons. 
-~" “The American spacecraft Magellan is orbiting Venus at the 
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\ « Moment, bouncing radio waves off the surface like radar so 
ye | ‘a that good maps can be made of the planet. Venus is covered 
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SPACE TIME 


in thick clouds and so special techniques are needed to see through the clouds 
to the surface below. The spacecraft is finding craters, volcanoes and odd Tock 
formations that will keep geologists busy for a long time! . 


If you fancy a long holiday in about the year 2015 you 
could do worse than sign up for a place on the first trip 
to Mars! Both the Americans and the Russians are 
working hard to find the best way to put a person on 
Mars. As you canimagine the problems are immense and 
the cost will be huge. The next robot exploratory missions 
will be in 1994 to map the surface in great detail. The #3 
Russians plan to bring some Martian soil back to Earth ‘o”" 
within the next ten years using robot machines alone. 


A spacecraft called ‘Galileo’ is spending five years travelling to Jupiter and will 
reach it in 1995. When Galileo Galilei first used his new telescope in 1610 to look 
at the sky he saw four moons orbiting Jupiter. The spacecraft is named after him 
and it willspend many months taking photographs and measurements of these and 
other moons of Jupiter. 


WHAT'S NEXT? 


After we have finished work on the Planetarium, we will be planning how to 
redisplay the third floor exhibition areas in Liverpool Museum. We know already 
that the exhibition will be on Space and Time and that will be an exciting one with 
lots of experiments and explorations. Over the summer holidays we were asking 
what our visitors would like to see in the new gallery and we have had lots of 
answers. If there is something you are burning to see ... let us know! 


SPACE FOR JUNIOR EXPLORERS 


That goes for Junior Explorers too! If you want to do something special at the 
Planetarium, let us know. 


Martin Suggett 
Curator of Physical Sciences 


Events ....... 


= ~ 
Activities LE 
eS ==> 


(1) Saturday 
2nd February 
BRITISH MAMMALS 
10.30 - 12.00 
A chance to discover and find out 
more about our warm blooded friends. 


(2) Saturday 
2nd March 
JUST AN ILLUSION ? 
1.30 - 3.00 
Can you believe your eyes ? Could the 
Victorians believe their eyes ? Come and 
see the toys which really move you. 


(3) Saturday 
6th April 
FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF INDIANA JONES 
1.30 - 3.00 
Discover the treasures of Jordan and 
meet a beduin from Petra. 


R 


Bookings 
Note 
1. Pick a maximum of two 
sessions , you would like to go 
on . Places are limited , so you 
must book in advance . 


2. Please ring Pat Davitt or Joyce 
Clark on (051) 207 0001 
Extension 211 / 296. 


3. Please let us know if you 
would like to cancel - someone 
else can then have your place. 


4. Arrive in the Museum foyer, 
ten minutes before the start of 
the session .We look forward 
to meeting you. 


READERS PAGE 


This is a slot especially for you! Now 
that you've heard from some of us, we 
want to hear from all of you. Write to us 
and tell us about what you did ona trip to 
the museum. Do you have any ideas 
you would like to share with other 
Project Explorer members? Draw a 
picture or write an article on something 
that concerns you. Do you have any 
thoughts on the environment for 
example? Is there anything which you 
would particularly like to see or do at the 
museum? 


Share your drawings and letters with 
other Young Explorers! We will print 
the best on this page! 


Send them to: 


Pat Davitt or Joyce Clark 
Project Explorer 
Education Section 
Liverpool Museum 


William Brown Street fy? 
Liverpool Note 
L3 8EN 


ACTIVITY PAGE 


Why don’t you ....... 


_ [89] a] 


— LOOK Find 


__ Young Reporter of the Year FY [A 


Listen Note 


Why not bea reporter? On your next visit to the Museum, pick a display which 
interests you and report onit. Tell us what your family did at the Museum. Where 
. did you go and what did you do? You may come on one of our activity sessions - 


Describe what you did! 


Record your visit 


- A good way to record your visit is to 
take notes carefully in a pocket notebook. 


- You could even bring a small tape 
recorder and talk about the displays as 
you walk around. Ask your family and 
friends to give you their views. 


- Try making simple line drawings of the 
things you see. Make notes of details 
like colours, size and shape. 


LIVERPOOL MUSEUM 
A Place to Eat... 


The Museum restaurant has a wide 
range of meals, snacks and drinks for 
you to enjoy. However, the museum 
does not have facilities for schools or 
groups to eat. 


A Place to Shop ... 
The Museum shop situated on the 


ground floor sells a range of souvenirs, 
gifts and books. 


At Home 


- When you get home, write your report 
from all the notes, drawings and tape 
recordings you’ve made. This is all the 
evidence of your visit. You may like to 
make a large, colourful drawing to 
illustrate your report. 


- Send your reports and drawings to us 
at the museum. We are looking for the 
“YOUNG REPORTER OF THE YEAR”. 
It could be you! - Prizes will be given! 
at the end of the year, for the best report. 


OPENING TIMES 


LIVERPOOL MUSEUM 


Monday - Saturday 10.00 - 5.00 
Sunday - 2.00 - 5.00 


Disabled persons’ access is available. 
Please telephone for details. 


For More information about National 
Museums and Galleries on Merseyside, 
please ring our 24 hour hot line on 051 
236 7128. 


COLOURING PAGE — 


YOU CAN SEE THESE ANIMALS ON THE SECOND FLOOR 
OF THE LIVERPOOL MUSEUM . 


HOW MANY CAN YOU SPOT? Ae 


LO0O0K Find 


USE LOTS OF BRIGHT COLOURS TO COLOUR IN THE 
PICTURE. 


7h 


NATIONAL MuseuMS & GALLERIES 
- ON MERSEYSIDE: 


Please write in in BLOCK CAPITALS in BLACK INK Membership Form 
SOE, | a 


FIRST NAMES: 


FULL ADDRESS: 


~ 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


AGE: DATE OF BIRTH: 


The membership year runs from January Ist to December 31st. For new members joining after October 
1st, the subscription will cover the period to December 31st of the following year. 


Send your completed application form and cheque or postal order made payable to N.M.G.M to:- 


Project Explorer, 
Education Section, 
Liverpool Museum, 
William Brown Street, 
Liverpool. 

L3 8EN 


1991 Subscription rates £2.00 


Parent/Guardian Declaration 


I the undersigned, being the legal parent/guardian of the above child agree to:- 
(a) My child being irivolved in these activities, including those events which are organised to take place outside the premises. 


(b) Consent to my child receiving emergency medical treatment, if required, whilst in the care of staff. I understand that! must 
inform the Museum staff if my child is unwell or receiving medication and agree to the child’s temporary exclusion where 
appropriate. 


(c) Be available or ensure that the person to be contacted in case of an emergency is available, either at the address given below, 
or at the telephone number given above. 


(d) Ensure that arrangements exist, and are made known to you if changed from the above. 


(e) | am aware that there is no accident insurance available to cover any injury sustained by my child while undertaking these 
activities. 
Signature of Parent/Guardian: Date: 


Name of person to be contacted in case of emergency: 


Address: Telephone Number: 


These sessions may be photographed or recorded on videotape. Consent is assumed unless we are notified to the contrary. 


Events and Activities at Liverpool Museum 
PROJECT EXPLORER - 1991 


2nd February 

BRITISH MAMMALS 

10.30 - 12.00 

A chance to discover and find out more about our 
warm blooded friends. 


2nd March 

JUST AN ILLUSION? 

1.30 - 3.00 p.m. 
Can you believe your eyes? Could the Victorians 
believe their eyes? Come and see toys which really 
move you! 


6th April 

FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF INDIANA JONES 

1.30 - 3.00 

Discover the treasures of Jordan and meet a beduin 
from Petra. 


Ath May 

PRINTING POWER 

1.30 - 3.00 p.m. 

Here's your chance to make your very own screen print. 


lst June 

ROCKS AND MINERALS 

10.30 - 12.00 

Learn how to identify common rocks and minerals and see some of the 
museums most spectacular minerals. 


6th July 

PLANT RECORD BREAKERS 

10.30 - 12.00 

Get to grips with what's biggest, smallest, heaviest and strongest in 
the plant world. 


13th July 

ANIMAL MASKS 

1.30 - 3.00 p.m. 

Make a large, colourful mask inspired by gallery animals 
and birds. Let's really get inside an animal's head! 


19th - 23rd August 

TREASURES FROM AN ANCIENT LAND 

Young Artist's Week 

1.30 - 3.00 each day. 

Do you have a passion for paint? Come along and draw your favourite 
object from the Jordan exhibition and help us to make a giant mosaic 
to go on display in the Museum. 


14th September 

THE WORLD OF TREES 

10.30 - 12.00 

Branch out and discover the fascinating world of trees and meet some 
of the animals that live in them. 


5th October 

FOSSILS 

10.30 - 12.00 

What are they? How do you identify them? This is your chance to 
find out. 


2nd November 

ON THE MOVE 

1.30 - 3.00 

A look at the Museum's transport collection. 


30th November 

POISONOUS AND VENOMOUS ANIMALS 

10.30 - 12.00 

Find out about the animals that sting, bite and poison. 


TO BOOK A PLACE 

1. Pick a maximum of two sessions, you would like to go on. 
Places are limited, so you must book in advance. 

2. Please ring Pat Davitt or Joyce Clarke on (051) 207 0001 
Extension 211/296. You must quote your membership number 
which is on your card. 


3. Please let us know if you would like to cancel - someone 
else can then have your place. 


4. Arrive in the Museum foyer, ten minutes before the start of 
the session. We look forward to meeting you. 


Notes/EALMYE/CW 


